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the frequently unconsidered respect for ancient laws,
ancient usages and ancient religion.

All cannot be quite.right with the world, since men
still have to be ruled by deceptions.

If there were still an animal superior to man in
strength, which took an occasional pleasure in playing
with him, as children do with cockchafers, or stuck them,
in collections like butterflies, that animal would-surely-be
exterminated in the end, especially if it were not vastly
superior to man in intellect, It would be impossible for
it to hold out against man, unless it could prevent
him from exercising his powers in any way whatsoever.
Despotism is indeed such an animal, and yet it still,
holds out in so many places.

When we break a murderer on the wheel, it is
a question whether we do not fall precisely into the error
of the child, which beats the chair whereon it has knock-
ed itself.

Among the misunderstandings or misrepresentations
in the French Revolution, there is the belief that the
nation is guided by a few scoundrels, Should, not rather
these scoundrels avail themselves of the mood of the
nation ?